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I-CARE
This presentation aims to take a new and innovative view
on how disability and architecture might be connected.
Rather than putting disability at the end of the design
process, centred mainly on compliance, it sees disabllity —
and ability — as creative starting points for the whole design
process.
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It asks the intriguing question: \‘!y

I-CARE

Can working from dis/ability actually generate an
alternative kind of architectural avant-garde?
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We need architectural theory, history and criticism that

engages with disability as more than just a problem for
designers to solve.
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I-CARE
The social aspects of architecture and community-based
collaborative design are what | am interested In. This is about
understanding the relationships between people and space, as
well as how to design better spaces. | believe that where abled
people often fail to notice the work Involved Iin physically
negotiating the space around them, disabled people are experts
at It.
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Inclusive design Is not just about problem-solving. It's
about unravelling the ambiguous relationship between

disability and ability for designers.
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* “In fact, we have a moral duty to remove the barriers
to participation, and to invest sufficient funding and
expertise to unlock the vast potential of people with
disabilities.”

— Professor Stephen Hawking.
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Technologies that reduce the load on the able-bodied are regarded Qﬂy
as natural extensions of the design...
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The aim Is embed Into architectural practice, attitudes and
approaches that creatively and constructively refuse to
perpetuate body ‘'norms' or the resulting inequalities in access
to, and support from, built space.
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Doing Disability Differently \l ! y
I-CARE
« explore how thinking about dis/ability opens up to critical and

creative investigation our everyday social attitudes and practices
about people, objects and space

- argue that design can help resist and transform underlying and
unnoticed inequalities

* Introduce the emerging and important field of disability studies
and considers what different kinds of design thinking and doing
this can enable

» ask how designing for everyday life — in all its diversity — can be
better embedded within contemporary architecture as a
discipline

- offer examples of what doing disability differently can mean for
architectural theory, education and professional practice
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There is no denial of all the efforts, but it Is time to come together
and support each other despite being or not disabled, in order to
promote and blend in all kinds of users and work more towards
universal design and strive towards equality, as disability is the
opportunity to do things differently.
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VAVAY,
Thank You

Keep connected with I-CARE project:

Email: icare@alazhar.edu.ps

I-CARE website
I-CARE Facebook Page

Office Address: K3 Building, Katiba Compound, Fifth Floor,
Al Azhar University — Gaza, Palestine.
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