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Abstract: This article discusses the Muhmalat “obsolete meters” in
prosodic circles and endeavors to demonstrate that Alkalilk ibn
Ahmad made use of the mathematical table of permutations and
combinations in compiling his 'Dictionary” Kitab al-"ayn” and applied
the same theory to his elaborate circle system in prosody, the author
states that the use of this theory resulted in the creation of the
Muhmalat. The author of this Article also provides the reader with a
compendium of theories that have been made by Arab prosodists
about the Muhmalat and discusses them. The article also presents

samples of obsolete meters used by old and contemporary Arab poets and
became famous and eventually excluded from being obsolete.
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