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Abstract

This study aimed at identifying the extent of awareness of listed
companies in the Palestine Exchange (PEX) for the concept of social
responsibility, and examined availability of application components of social
responsibility accounting. The study used a questionnaire distributed to 37
listed companies in the PEX, and collected the annual financial reports of
these companies to examine social performance disclosure. The study found
that companies’ management is aware of the concept of social responsibility
in the broad sense, but they do not care about the different fields of the same
attention, customers have the priority, and human resources, followed by
environment and finally local community. In addition, the study found the
application of social responsibility accounting requires realizing
management for the concept of social accounting. It requires also
availability of an efficient accounting tem, and accounting models to
measure social costs and benefits. In addition, it needs laws to force listed
companies to apply social responsibility accounting. Furthermore, the study
showed availability of application components for social responsibility
accounting, considering the fact that the social disclosure has inadequate,
since some companies disclose in a descriptive manner, and the rest of
companies have no disclosures. The study recommends companies to apply
the social accounting in all its aspects, and use it as a system for social
information to serve related parties, starting from the company itself,
investors and government. In addition, government should has positive
practices to direct companies to apply the social accounting, through
legislation that allow an exemption from taxes or other facilities in exchange
for social contribution.
Key words: Social Responsibility Accounting, Palestine Stock Exchange
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