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Abstract:

This study explored the legal regulations of online electoral
propaganda, in accordance with the Palestinian legal rules that organize
public elections, elections of local councils, and the use of social media in
this regard. Both Facebook and Twitter have been taken as case study in this
respect.

The stage of electoral propaganda is considered among the most
critical stages of elections for it may be polluted with the practices of lies,
fraud, and misleading the voters. Thus, this stage requires more attention
paid by the due legislators, especially in the time of advanced information
and communication technologies.

This study aimed to investigate the legal articles that control this
stage to find out the legal treatment of the practices of electoral propaganda
and the applicability of these articles on the sites of social media of
Facebook and Twitter.

This study is divided into two parts; the first one is concerned with the
legal and procedural aspects related to the right of electoral propaganda, its
legal means, regulations, and prohibited practices. The second part is
concerned with the legal and penal aspects related to the electoral crimes
and their prescribed penalties.

The study concluded that the legislative treatment of the electoral
propaganda organization has allowed the use of the social media sites such
as Facebook and Twitter as legislated means for individuals and groups to
practice electoral propaganda on the condition that the related laws and
legislations must not be violated, especially those related to the electoral
propaganda and its prohibited practices.

In the context of questioning the legal and penal regulations of
electoral propaganda, the study concluded that the legal articles that control
this stage has specified the related electoral crimes, which are mainly the
violation of the related rules and conditions. Some of these crimes include
electoral propaganda finance, casting lies against any of the election
candidates in order to mislead the voters. The study arrived at a set of
conclusions and recommendations that are listed in the study conclusion.
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