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Employing the Islamic Historical Tradition in the Poetry of
Mahmoud Darwish
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Abstract: The poetry of Mahmoud Darwish has passed in three
connected stages: The lyrical stage, the dramatic stage, and the third
stage in which the poet dealt with the “tradition”. This tradition added
to his poems a new dimension which is linked with the past and
separated from it at the same time so as to reproduce this tradition in
the light of the present moment with all its suffering from oppression
and deterioration. From here, this study tries to show the importance

of the poet “Mahmoud Darwish” through his high abilities in applying
the “tradition’” especially that which is related to the “Islamic” history
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and starting from the consideration of the “present Palestinian
condition” which overwhelmed the “ affective domain” of the poet
himself to the degree that the similarity of the “Palestinian case” to
many cases of the Islamic historical tradition approached nearer and
nearer so that both of them become in conformity with each other,
concerning “time and place” of the past and the present situation. The
poet, through his language, could hover in the sky of the past history,
the truth and the legend, and form metaphors and images with
connotations and imagination to reality, and from dream to truth.

This study will comprise three focuses:
+ First: Employing the “place”.
+ Second: Employing the “event”.
+ Third: Employing the “character”
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