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Abstract:

The study aimed to identify the classification of educational objectives
found in the general science curricula for eighth grade in Jordan and the
United States, and to achieve the study objectives, the content of physics
units analysis. The community of the study and its sample consisted of (3)
physics units in Jordan, and (2) physics units in the United States. A tool was
developed to analyze the objectives from the study (Kim & Park, 2009), and
classifying the objectives into five categories: scientific knowledge, and
scientific inquiry, scientific attitudes, science technology and society (STS),
philosophy and history of science. The study results: the containment of the
science curriculum In Jordan on scientific knowledge (56. 72%6), followed by
scientific inquiry (/8.2 %), then STS (11.7%), philosophy and history of
science (9.8%), scientific attitudes (3.6%). As for science curriculum in the
United States of Scientific knowledge (61.7%), then scientific inquiry
(23.2%), followed by STS (6.7%) then philosophy and history of science
(5.4%), and finally scientific attitudes (3.0?). The results of the study also
showed that the reason for the difference in the percentage of Objectives
standards in the two curricula is due to the difference in the number of
pages, as the number of pages in the American curriculum is large
compared to the Jordanian curriculum. The study recommends those in
charge of designing Jordanian curricula the need to focus on the importance
of scientific inquiry in raising the level of students achievement and linking
the curriculum with reality, and educating students about the history of
science and scholars to increase their motivation in order to improve the
educational process in terms of quantity and quality. The study also
recommends on focusing the ethical aspect and attitudes that are the basis of
any society trying to reach the highest levels of science.

Key word: Content of physics units analysis, Educational objectives,
General science curriculum in Jordan and the United States.
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